
The South Florida Water
Management District invites you to

“come out and play” on public lands.
Hike, fish, camp, hunt, study nature, ride
horses or bicycles, or just relax – what’s
your pleasure?

We’ve wrapped up recreational
opportunities in a neatly packaged guide
book for your use. Locator maps, simple
how-to-get-there directions and charts

showing offered activities are included.
Some managed lands have a rich cultural
history, others offer unique outdoor
adventures. You’ll learn it all from this
handy guide. The book also serves as a
primer for plant identification and wildlife
observation.  

Recreational use of public lands is
rooted in the 1981 Florida Resource
Rivers Act, more commonly known as
“Save Our Rivers.” This enabled water
management districts to begin major
land acquisition programs to secure
and protect vital water resource lands
for the benefit of existing and future
generations. 

Today, the South Florida Water
Management District is the steward
for around 375,000 acres under
the Save Our Rivers program. We
continue to cooperate with other state
agencies, the federal government, counties,
municipalities and the private sector to
develop recreational access sites and
facilities. Over the years we’ve taken great
strides to expand public use opportunities
– and it just keeps getting better.

Catfish Creek, Boney Marsh, Queen’s
Island and Frog Pond – these are some of

the
many sites that
await your visit. Get your
recreational guide today by calling (800)
432-2045. Ext. 6635 or email Izell Wilson
at iwilson@sfwmd.gov. Then get busy and
plan your activity. 
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“On the Miami River Commission, for

example, I bring an unbiased view to the table.

I try to balance the concerns of the marine

industry, developers and the public. Our goal is

to make downtown Miami and the riverfront a

great place to work, live and play.”

– IRELA BAGUÉ

An inside look at one of
thousands of water control
structures the South
Florida Water
Management District
operates and maintains.

Mangrove islands are a
dominant plant community
in Estero Bay near Fort
Myers Beach.
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The South Florida Water Management District is a
regional, governmental agency that oversees the
water resources in the southern half of the state.

It is the oldest and largest of the state’s
five water management districts.

Our mission is to manage and protect
water resources of the region by balancing and

improving water quality, flood control,
natural systems and water supply.

E-mail or call us with your comments and
mailing list requests: 

pnichola@sfwmd.gov or sbennett@sfwmd.gov 
Toll Free in FL 1-800-432-2045
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Question selected from District letters
and emails received from the public.

QQ.. I keep hearing about the importance
of “reusing” water to help stretch our
limited supplies, but I’m concerned about
health-related issues.   Is it really safe?

AA.. I live in a wetland that’s being
restored with reclaimed water, and I’m
perfectly healthy!  You may be surprised
to learn that more than 110 “reuse”
facilities in the South Florida Water
Management District (430 statewide) have
been successfully operating in our state
for quite some time.  These facilities reuse
about 220 million gallons per day.   And,
you can rest assured that all of this
reclaimed water goes through extensive
treatment and disinfection to ensure that
public health and environmental quality
are always protected.  For public access
irrigation systems, the state requires
continuous monitoring of the reclaimed
water to ensure this water poses no threat
to public health. 

Reclaimed water can be safely used for
many purposes including:  irrigation of
golf courses, parks, highway medians,
residential lots and other landscaped
areas; irrigation of agricultural crops and
nurseries; wetlands restoration and
enhancement; and recharging of
groundwater supplies.  

For more information on water reuse
and other important water-saving
initiatives, call (800) 432-2045, Ext. 2064
or email your request to
ilopez@sfwmd.gov for a free copy of our
new Water Conservation Programs
brochure.
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IRELA BAGUÉ
Governing Board
Vice-Chair

On an office wall in
downtown Miami, an

appealing photograph captures
Gov. Jeb Bush standing with
South Florida Water
Management District
Governing Board members
Irela Bagué and Nicolás
Gutiérrez. Taken at last year’s
kickoff event for Acceler8, the
photo shows a smiling Bagué
wearing a stylish straw hat
under the bright October sun,
symbolizing, it seems, the
many hats Bagué wears in
public service.

Newly elected as vice-chair
of the Governing Board, Bagué
also chairs the Miami River
Commission, created by the

Florida Legislature as an
advisory board for river-related
issues. She serves on the board
of directors for the South
Florida Hispanic Chamber of
Commerce, Girl Scout Council
of Tropical Florida, Action
Community Center, and
Friends of the Commission for
Women. Bagué also chairs the
District’s Human Resources
and Outreach Committee and
the Lower East Coast Water
Supply Plan Committee. That’s
a lot of hats!

Bagué’s professional
position is vice-president of
Gordon Reyes, a public
relations-government affairs
firm in Miami. Early in her
career, she was a District
employee at the Miami-Dade
Regional Service Center, as the
government and public affairs
representative. Her
appointment in 2003 to the
District’s Governing Board
brought Bagué’s career full
circle, and she has been
watching and supporting
District efforts for more than a
decade.

One of her favorites is
conservation efforts in the
urban Miami setting. Extensive
downtown development,
clearly visible outside her
13th-floor office window,
provides numerous examples
of Miami’s growth. Bagué
points out high-rise
condominiums that will feature
low-flow showerheads and
describes dredging in the
Miami River to improve water
quality in nearby Biscayne
Bay. 

Alternative water supplies,
which aid conservation efforts,
have Bagué’s special interest.
“There’s a golf course here in
Miami planted with grass that
can be irrigated with salt
water,” she exclaimed. Bagué
also is keeping close watch on
desalinization, a rapidly
improving technology that
holds promise for future water
supplies. 

Does changing hats to serve
many public roles create
confusion or conflict?

“Absolutely not,” Bagué
assures. “On the Miami River
Commission, for example, I
bring an unbiased view to the
table. I try to balance the
concerns of the marine
industry, developers and the
public. Our goal is to make
downtown Miami and the
riverfront a great place to
work, live and play.”

Progress is certainly
evident. Pedestrian walkways
and gardens can be spotted
along the river’s edge.
Dredging in the river has
begun, soon to improve
shipping operations and
Biscayne Bay’s water quality.
And sky-scraping
condominiums are rising in
every direction.

Perhaps another hat – a gold
headband – is in order for this
hard-working public servant. A
picture on her office wall
depicts whose headdress that
might be — that of her favorite
superhero. No surprise that it’s
Wonder Woman.
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With the Miami River
and city as a fitting

backdrop, Irela Bagué
enthusiastically
promotes water

conservation and
alternative water supply

efforts in the urban
environment.

Straight talker.
Innovative thinker.
Listener. Facilitator.
Leader.   

Those are words that people use to describe
Henry Dean, who after 30 years of public service to
the state, is retiring June 1 as South Florida Water
Management District executive director. 

This year, Dean celebrated 21 years of
continuous service as an executive director of a
Florida water management district (17 years at St.
Johns River). No one else can claim this distinction
in leadership. Before joining the St. Johns River
District in 1984, he served as general counsel for
the Florida Department of Natural Resources in
Tallahassee from 1979 to 1984. He was an attorney
in private practice from 1978 to 1979.  In the early-
1970s while completing law school at Florida State
University, Dean worked as a legislative aide for
then Florida Sen. Bob Graham. 

When Dean joined the South Florida Water
Management District in June 2001, the agency was
faced with an historic record drought and tasked
with restoring the Everglades – the world’s largest
environmental restoration public works project. The
District needed steady direction and firm leadership

to strengthen public trust and accomplish this
monumental mandate. Dean brought focus and
energy to the agency through his project-driven,
service-centered, no-nonsense leadership. Under his
guidance, the District achieved a plethora of water
resource accomplishments, all of
which speak for themselves.  

Now, Henry Dean is
doing the talking:

WWhhaatt wwaass yyoouurr bbiiggggeesstt
cchhaalllleennggee dduurriinngg yyoouurr
tteennuurree aatt tthhee SSoouutthh
FFlloorriiddaa WWaatteerr
MMaannaaggeemmeenntt DDiissttrriicctt??

“Finding a way, with help from
staff, to accelerate Everglades
restoration. The challenge was
finding a way to collapse 30 years
into five years to get the water
right. And, we met with great
success with Acceler8!”

ANSWER TO FIND FREDDY

Freddy is visiting the St. Lucie Lock
and Dam in Martin County – about a 10-
minute drive from Stuart.  Also known as
the S-80 structure, this navigation lock and
spillway is located on the St. Lucie Canal,
which connects Lake Okeechobee with the
Indian River Lagoon and Florida’s east
coast.  

One of five locks along the
Okeechobee Waterway built and managed
by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
boaters can travel across the entire state
from one coast to the other.

The flood control spillway helps regu-
late water levels and flows in the canal.
Releases from Lake Okeechobee, along
with stormwater runoff from the local
drainage basin, are discharged through this
structure.  

continued inside
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The ‘Dean’ of Water Management
Steps Down After 30 Years

of  Public Service
Parting words from Henry Dean

In this 1984 photo, Henry Dean (front right) is presented with a
resolution by Gov. Bob Graham (center) and the Cabinet of the State
of Florida. The resolution recognized Dean’s high professional
standards in the performance of his duties and thanked him for his
service with the Department of Natural Resources. Dean left the
department to assume the position of general counsel for the St.
Johns River Water Management District and later became the
agency’s executive director, where he served for 17 years.  

THREE BOARD MEMBERS
TAKE OATH OF OFFICE

Two new governing board
members and one reappointed
member were named by Gov. Jeb
Bush to serve on the District’s nine-
member board. Sworn-in at the
District’s workshop meeting on
March 8 were:

Alice J. Carlson, of Naples,
appointed to succeed Trudi Williams.
An experienced financial
professional, she is the president of AJC
Associates Inc., a real estate consulting firm serving community development districts in Southwest Florida. Her area
includes Collier, Lee, Hendry and Charlotte counties.

Malcolm S. Wade Jr., of Clewiston, appointed to succeed Hugh English. A certified public accountant, he is senior vice
president, sugar operations, for United States Sugar Corp. He is an at-large member for an area that includes Collier, Lee,
Charlotte, Hendry, Glades, Osceola and Okeechobee counties. 

Lennart E. Lindahl, P.E., of Palm City, reappointed by the governor to a second term. He is chairman of the board for
LBFH Inc., a consulting engineering, survey and mapping firm based in Palm City. He is an at-large member for an area
which includes St. Lucie, Martin, Palm Beach, Broward, Miami-Dade and Monroe counties.

The three members join Kevin McCarty, Irela Bagué, Pamela Brooks-Thomas, Michael Collins, Nicolás J. Gutiérrez Jr.,
and Harkley Thornton.

Malcolm S. Wade Jr. Lennart E. Lindahl., P.E.

Kevin McCarty
Chair

Irela Bagué
Vice-Chair

Get out and about on public lands
New Recreation Guide now available

Winner’s Circle
Harris Rosen
Cultural Diversity Award

The South Florida Water Management
District received the 2005 Harris Rosen Award
for Cultural Diversity from Onyx magazine.
The statewide award is given to those compa-
nies that have shown strong evidence of diver-
sity in the workplace and have made a special
effort to work closely with community
concerns and projects. “This award is indica-
tive of the efforts made by District project
managers, hiring managers and our procure-
ment department,” said Deputy Executive
Director of Government and Public Affairs
Alvin B. Jackson Jr.

Hats Off to a Busy
Public Servant 

Everglades Progress
Acceler8 public meetings in high gear 

We’ve put the pedal to the metal to encourage public input and participation on
Acceler8. Working with our federal partners, Acceler8 is an initiative to step up the
pace to complete eight major restoration projects by 2011, more than a decade ahead
of schedule. 

The program’s progress continues with an accelerated series of stakeholder and
public meetings for each of the Acceler8 project components at the “basis of design
report” phase. The purpose the report is to define the goals, objectives and design
criteria that will be used for the engineering design of the project. The District posts
the basis of design reports on www.evergladesnow.org for stakeholder and public
review, then hosts meetings to gather comments and receive input at this early critical
stage in the design process. The District will also host a second series of meetings at
the 30 percent design phase to again capture stakeholder and public comment. 

To date, two public meetings have been held for the basis of design report phase –
C-43 (Caloosahatchee River) West Storage Reservoir and the Stormwater Treatment
Area 2-Cell 4 portion of the Everglades Agricultural Area STA Expansion project. The
remaining Acceler8 component public meetings are scheduled monthly throughout the
rest of year. 

For a schedule of upcoming meeting
dates and locations, call Rhonda Haag at
(800) 432-2045, Ext. 2088 or email
rhaag@sfwmd.gov.

Find out more
by visiting

ACCELER88

Governing Board Update

Alice J. Carlson

BOARD ELECTS NEW OFFICERS
Kevin McCarty, Palm Beach County’s representative on the

board, accepted the gavel to serve as chair at the March 9
Governing Board meeting. Irela Bagué, representing Miami-Dade
County, was elected vice-chair. “I am honored and excited to serve
in this expanded leadership role and look forward to the many
challenges and opportunities ahead,” McCarty said. Past officers
were applauded for their leadership. “We appreciate the contribu-
tions of our former chair, Nicolás Gutiérrez, and vice-chair,
Pamela Brook-Thomas, for helping make our board a cohesive and
focused team,” Bagué said. 

                                                                                                                        




